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eggs for the Thanksgiving  
food box distribution this past 
year, all we needed to do was 
ask.  Voila! 120 dozen eggs 
appeared.  When we needed 
cheese last Fall, we asked 
and received 50 pounds. It 
wasn’t NW Harvest or Food 
Lifeline who answered the call 
(although the two agencies 
are our main food providers).    
It was Mark Close & his wife, 
Amanda, and their three sons, 
who are neighbors of PRLC. 
Though they are not church 
members, Mark approached 
the PRLC Food Bank last year 
to offer his family’s resources 
to help provide needed food 
for our clients.  In the past few 
months, the Closes have 
donated pasta, turkeys, 
chickens, cheese, eggs and 
other food, plus gift items for 
the childrens’ stockings given 
out with the food boxes at our 
Christmas distribution.  A 
gigantic “THANKS!” to our 
good neighbors, the Closes! 
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When the Food 
Bank needed 
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(More than 75 volunteers work in the PRLC Food Bank  or in the office answering the 
reservations phones, but most of us don’t really kn ow all these folks.  So this space will 
introduce you to one or two of your colleagues in e ach subsequent issue.  If you would like 
to be featured, or if you’d like to recommend someo ne to be featured, please contact Sally 
Thompson at seattlesally2000@yahoo.com ). 
 
Elsie Schleiger has been a quiet, constant and welcome presence at Phinney Ridge Lutheran 
Church for many years.  She volunteers on the food bank reservations phone on the third 
Tuesday of each month, and also serves as a volunteer receptionist in the church office on 
Wednesdays.  “I enjoy dealing with people,” she says. She says she would also work in the food 
bank, but a heart condition prohibits it.  So she happily answers the food bank phones and serves 
as a first contact with clients who call to make appointments to get boxes of food. 
 
She particularly enjoys helping out at the Thanksgiving and Christmas distributions. “I used to 
bring my grandson, Lazarus, in with me every year,” Elsie says.  “He particularly loved helping 
with the childrens’ gifts at the Christmas distribution.  He brought in his own electronic games and 
showed the children how to play them.” 
 
Elsie has been in the Puget Sound Area since she was five years old, when her family moved to 
Tacoma from southern Illinois.  They subsequently moved to Seattle in 1961.  Elsie married and 
had a daughter, Linda, who attended PRLC’s Childrens’ Developmental Center from pre-school 
through the 3rd grade.       
 
Elsie was one of the first participants in PRLC’s “The Way” in 1994, when she returned to PRLC 
and became a member.  You’ll see Elsie in her several different volunteer roles around church.  
Be sure to say “hi” and tell her you read about her in the Food Bank News! 
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Letter Carriers Food 
Drive: Volunteers 
Needed!   
The Letter Carriers Food Drive, 
sponsored by Food Lifeline, is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 
9th and we need your help to 
make sure the PRLC Food 
Bank  gets its fair share of 
donated food.  We need at 
least two volunteers to work 
just a couple of hours on 
Saturday afternoon, May 9th, at 
the Bitter Lake Station at  
N. 145th St. & Aurora Avenue.  
You need to be 16 years old 
and able to lift bags of 
groceries.  It’s fun and 
rewarding, plus you’ll help our 
food bank qualify for its share 
of the donations, which can 
amount to hundreds of pounds 
of extra food.  Interested? 
Contact Sally Thompson at 
(206) 706-7653.  
�

 

“To everything there is a 
season, 
      A time for every purpose 
under heaven:  
       A time to be born,  
And a time to die;  
      A time to plant, and a time 
to pluck what is planted;  
       A time to kill, and a time to 
heal;  
      A time to break down,  
and a time to build up;  
       A time to weep, and a time 
to laugh;  
      A time to mourn,  
and a time to dance;  
       A time to cast away stones, 
and a time to gather stones;  
      A time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing;  
       A time to gain, and a time 
to lose;  
      A time to keep, and a time 
to throw away;  
      A time to keep silence,  
and a time to speak;  
       A time to love, and a time 
to hate;  
      A time of war,  
And a time of peace.”   

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8  
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 Volunteers 
grab a bite 
to eat prior 
to the rush. 
There were 
hundreds of 
cookies and 
tons of 
coffee for 
clients to 
enjoy! 
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 Abby, Jo-Ann & Katie…The Cress 

women worked from the wee hours of 
the morning to the wee hours of the 
late afternoon to make it all happen. 
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Jeff Hendrix & Doreen 
Burris enthusiastically 
greet Food Bank clients. 

Don Maier grabs a little 
nourishment before the 
crowds arrive. 
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Toby 
Kawahigashi, 
Don Maier, 
Sarah Cornell-
Maier & 
Emma Maier 
load chicken 
onto a cart. 


